
Reality through lenses 

Part I – Africa through the European lenses  

1. Diversity  

 

 

 
 

Here I see the diversity of African cultures, languages and people facing each other in 

everyday life. Take in: Stonetown, Zanzibar 

  



2. Connection with the nature  

 

When I think of Africa, I think of nature, savanna and jungle - again in its whole diversity - and 

you actually can find it in the middle of the university. Taken at the campus in Dar es Salaam  

  



3. Community 

 

The picture is taken in front of a church, after the first communion of my neighbor girl. Religion 

plays an important part in the lives of many Cameroonians, much more than it does here in the 

Netherlands. The different religious strands live together more or less in peaceful coexistence. I 

found it would often be more looked down upon if you were not religious, rather than just from 

another religion, because 'on prie à un seul Dieu'. Also, the reason why I could witness this 

crowd coming out of the church, was because my neighbors generously invited me and my friend 

for the celebration of their daughter's first communion. This picture signifies therefore for me 

also the incredible hospitality that I not only encountered at this family, but at basically every 

Cameroonian I met. 

  



 

4. Mobility  

 

 

Everyone is always on the run moving somewhere and in the least comfortable way possible, but 

cheap; they are not settled anywhere, for a month they stay here and work there, then they go 

somewhere else. 

  



5. Acceptance and openness  

 

 

Although people do their work there and want to make business, the atmosphere is very friendly 

and familiar between customer and seller. General greeting and asking about family and home 

situation is a normal habit, and sometimes one is even invited for kahawa (Kiswahili for coffee) 

between the small shops at the market. They were welcoming any kind of people, even though not 

Tanzanians. It’s a big advantage because not many communities worldwide might interact with 

new or foreign people in this way. 

  



6. The joy of little things in life  

 

The question if the cup is half full or half empty, isn't that important. Rather it's important to 

enjoy each sip, or each bite as this photo shows. In Africa I met people who tasted very bitter 

experiences, but somehow they find sweet tastes too... and know how to celebrate them. 

  



7. Resilience  

 

 

African laughter itself is not only celebration of life, but also a defense against tears and both 

reasons are outstanding in their conduct. What this picture shows are girls laughing and 

enjoying their time together. What is not seen is that these girls are in the Sierra Leone 

Observational Interim Care Center as they have experienced domestic violence and one of them 

is an Ebola survivor. 

 

 

 

  



Part II – Europe through the African lenses 

 

 

1. Organization  

 

 

On left of the road Faculty of Economics and Business, on the right of the road faculty of natural 

sciences. Public road pass through university campus, no fence, no wall around. 

The bus arrives 1 minute before its scheduled time. The screen tells you #1 is arriving in 2 

minutes (helps you to be sure whether you should wait or take an alternative bus). It is all a 

matter of organization. 

  



2. Priorities of the society 

 

 

Institutions/leaders/governments/society are more concerned of individuals and societies 

wellbeing than about individuals’ preferences about whom they love and how they like to use 

their body (for the wellbeing of the residents nearby). Photo taken in Groningen 

  



3. Social Welfare 

 

 

This is a parking for people with disabilities. Special services, treatment for the people with 

disabilities. They have outside Europe too, but only for formality (used by abled people, disabled 

people can’t have a car or go to work anyway) 

  



4. Surviving against the odds of nature 

 

I'm looking at it as mankind defying water, creating land space where there is none. It 

symbolizes strength and determination. In the context of representing Europe, I would say a 

place where thinking outside the box to make a living a little bit easier is encouraged. 

  



5. Security  

 

 
 

When I think of something that represents Europe, the one of the thing that comes to my attention 

is the lack of fences around the houses. No one is trying to hide their privacy or is scared of 

being robbed. This represents the trust that people have here in their communities. 

  



6. Safety 

 

People comfortably walk on the streets at night with no fear of being kidnapped, mugged, raped 

or worse, due to the tight security system in Western Europe, which also shows to me a certain 

feeling of security and trust in law enforcement.  

  



7. Environmental protection  

 

Europeans are significantly concerned with environmental protection and sustainable 

development, and service such as recycling of waste are easily available and provided. In 

addition they utilize electric cars. These common things are a luxury back home. And this also 

shows that authorities take these matters seriously!  
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